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Need termite protection for your EPS foam?

Cellofoam expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam insulation

is often used to insulate building components where

conditions may be ideal for termite infestations,

including:

� Foundations at and below grade

� Exterior walls

� Exterior Insulation Finishing Systems (EIFS)

� Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF)

� Structural Insulation Panels (SIP)

Although untreated EPS insulation contains no

nutritional value for termites, the insects can use the

material to build tunnels to access food sources, such as

wood and other cellulosic components of a structure.  As

the termites burrow through the EPS, the foam becomes

full of holes, which may reduce its structural integrity and

insulating properties (R-value).  Termite excretions can

also affect the strength and hardness of the foam.

New solution to protect Cellofoam EPS

PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide* provides

a more effective alternative than the traditional borate

salts to protect EPS foam from termite damage (see

photo A). Unlike inorganic borate salts, the active

ingredient in PREVENTOL® TM Preservative

Insecticide, imidacloprid, is an organic molecule that

is pH neutral and non-abrasive. Imidacloprid is rated in

the EPA’s 2005 Carcinogen Risk Assessment Guidelines

as group “E”, which indicates no evidence of 

carcinogenicity for humans.  The product is safe

to handle by insulation installers.  Additionally,

PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide has low

water solubility which ensures the active ingredient will

remain in the foam, thus providing long term efficacy

against termites, even under harsh conditions and

climates.

Proven technology for a new application

PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide is US EPA

registered to protect wood, textiles and plastics against

insect attack.  This product is successfully used to

protect wood against damage by termites and other

wood boring insects.  Examples include pressure treated

lumber for decking, doors and window frames.

Imidacloprid is also used in the pest control industry, for

crop protection, and as a topical treatment on pets for

flea and tick control.

Photo A: Comparison of EPS in AWPA E1
two choice test (4 week exposure) (L-R):

PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide,
borate, and untreated.



PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide

coats individual polystyrene beads and is retained in the

organic polystrene matrix.  Although individual beads are

coated, this does not interfere with the bonding between

beads during the molding process.  The beads of EPS

represent areas containing no active ingredient,

surrounded by a barrier of 100% PREVENTOL® TM

Preservative Insecticide

(see photo B).

When a termite burrows into Cellofoam EPS treated

with PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide, it will

encounter the insecticide barrier as soon as it chews

through the outer wall of the bead.  PREVENTOL® TM

Preservative Insecticide acts on the termite’s nervous

system, disorienting and ultimately killing the insect

before it can burrow further into the foam.  This product

is a systemic insecticide which kills termites instead of

merely repelling them; termites die before they are able

to move to a new, unprotected location.

Why try new technology?

Since the 1950’s, EPS has been recognized as a

mainstream insulation material that lends to the design

and structural integrity of many building projects.

Unfortunately, according to the 2003 International

Building Code, the susceptibility of EPS to termite

damage has resulted in restrictions on use of EPS at

and below grade in areas with “very heavy infestation” 

(IRC Figure R301.2(6);

ICC 2003)1. In these 

areas, EPS foam

insulation can only be 

used on building

exteriors at or below 

grade if it has been 

treated with an

approved method to

protect from termite 

damage (IRC R320.4;

ICC ICC 2003)1.

Traditionally, borate 

salts have been used

to protect EPS from termites, but testing by Su, et al.

(2003)2 shows borate offers insufficient protection

against these insects.  Cellofoam EPS treated with

PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide meets all

industry tests and protects your investment long term.

1 International Code Council, Inc. 2003. International Residential Code for One
and Two-Family Dwellings.  International Code Council, Inc. Country Club Hills,
IL.

2 Su, Nan-Yao, Paul Ban and Rudolf Scheffrahn.  2003.  Resistance of

Insecticide-Treated Foam Board Insulation Against the Eastern Subterranean

Termite and the Formosan Subterranean Termite (Isoptera: Rinotermitidae).

Journal of Economic Entomogy 96(5). 

Photo B: EPS foam treated with
PREVENTOL® TM Preservative Insecticide:

Imidacloprid is concentrated on the
bead surface, not inside the beads.

WARNING: This product is combustible and if exposed to a

fire of sufficient heat and intensity may burn rapidly. It should

not be left exposed or inadequately protected. Consult

specific instructions for use accompanying this product.

The performance data herein reflects Cellofoam North America Inc’s expectation based

on tests conducted in accordance with recognized standard methods. The sale of these

products shall be subject to the Terms and Conditions of Sale, INCLUDING those LIM-

ITING WARRANTIES as set forth in Cellofoam North America Inc’s invoices. No agent,

employee or representative of Cellofoam North Ameria Inc or its subsidiary or affiliated

companies is authorized to modify this disclaimer.

cellofoam®

P.O. Box 406                                     800-241-3634

Conyers, Georgia 30012           FAX 770-929-3608

www.cellofoam.com

*PREVENTOL® is a registered trademark of LANXESS Deutschland GmbH



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


